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Honouring the prominent architecture critic 
Hans van Dijk (1948-2021), this programme 
reflects on his life and times while exploring 
the role, relevance, and future of 
architectural criticism. The book ‘Pathways 
through the Jungle’, a collection of Hans’ 
articles, will be presented at the conference. 
Part of the HNI event ‘A Weekend of 
Architecture’s Now, Near, Next’ on 11 and 12 
June.  
 
Hans Day is an initiative of ‘Hans’ Friends’: 
Christine de Baan, Dirk van den Heuvel, Bart 
Lootsma, Arjen Oosterman and Piet 
Vollaard. ‘Pathways through the Jungle, 
Architecture criticism by Hans van Dijk’ was 
edited by Arjen Oosterman, Bart Lootsma 
and Christine de Baan and is published by 
Archis. Hans Day is organised by Hans’ 
Friends and the ROAM Foundation in 
collaboration with Het Nieuwe Instituut. 
 
10.30–11.45 MORNING PROGRAMME 
Tribute to Hans as a critic, editor-in-chief, 
and teacher 
 
10.30–10.35 Opening by Aric Chen, 
director of Het Nieuwe Instituut, and 
moderators Saskia van Stein and Bart 
Lootsma 
 
10.35–10.40 Rem Koolhaas – Architect, 
writer 
 
Aandacht 
 
10.50–11.20 Arjen Oosterman – Former 
editor of Archis and former editor-in-chief of 
Volume  
 
Pathways through the jungle, mine shafts 
through history 
Elaborating on Hans van Dijk as editor-in-
chief and his approach to criticism. 

11.20–11.40 Tom Avermaete – Professor 
for the History and Theory of Urban Design 
at ETH Zurich 
 
Pebbles in the Shoe of Architecture’s 
Self-Image: PhD Project on a Wandering 
Discipline 
Around 2001, Hans started the project of a 
PhD dissertation at TU Delft. In 5 major 
essays, he aimed to “trace the trajectories 
of several concepts, paradoxes and 
metaphors that have run across the 
discourse that had to provide a sound basis 
or a legitimation for architecture.” Hans 
intensively engaged with the challenge to 
write about architectural criticism, a 
wandering discipline without a long history 
or a concise definition, in which he himself 
was a key actor. The outcome is a unique 
narrative on architectural criticism as the 
result of multiple confrontations, 
interruptions and contradictions. 
 
11.40–11.45 presentation of first copy of 
‘Pathways through the Jungle, 
Architecture criticism by Hans van Dijk’  
 
This anthology of articles by architecture 
critic Hans van Dijk (1948-2021) was 
carefully selected by a group of Hans’ 
friends, the editors, consisting of Arjen 
Oosterman, Bart Lootsma and Christine de 
Baan. The selection of articles by Hans van 
Dijk in WonenTABK/ARCHIS, NRC 
Handelsblad, Forum, Jaarboek Architectuur, 
etc. provides a portrait of his work as a 
'journalist', critic and editor-in-chief, as well 
as of an influential generation of architects 
in the 1980s and 1990s and the then-
current debate on structuralism, urban 
renewal, (post-)modernism, and the 
legitimacy of architecture.   
 
11.45–12.30 LUNCH BREAK 
 
 
  



12.30–16.00 AFTERNOON PROGRAMME 
Future of architecture criticism: platforms, 
agendas, editorial positions. 
 
12.30–13.00 PLATFORMS – keynote 
 
James Taylor Foster – writer and cultural 
worker; curator of contemporary 
architecture and design at ArkDes, 
Sweden’s National Centre for Architecture 
and Design 
 
Where are we now? 
An introduction to the state of affairs. How 
has architectural criticism changed 
because of digital publishing and the 
attention economy? How did this change 
the role of the critic? What are 
the opportunities and risks? And how does 
this affect James’ practice as a critic 
and curator, formerly as an editor at 
ArchDaily, and now as a curator for 
ARKDES – for example in the exhibition 
Weird Sensation Feels Good in ARKDES in 
Stockholm and the Design Museum in 
London.  
 
13.00–14.00 AGENDAS – three 
statements 
 
In the aftermath of Postmodernism, 
architectural criticism focused mainly on 
the cultural aspects of architecture and 
urbanism or even withdrew in the supposed 
autonomy of the discipline. Today, the 
situation seems more open. But what can 
or even should be the agendas of future 
architectural criticism? What can give 
architecture an urgency and agency the 
coming years? Three provocative 
statements about the why and how of 
architectural critique.  
 
13.05–13.25 Jessica den Outer – UN 
Rights of Nature expert 
 
The Rights of Nature – a paradigm shift 
If companies have rights, why don’t rivers, 
forests and mountains have them too?  
Environmental law specialist Jessica den 
Outer will present the paradigm-shifting 
influence of the concept of Rights of 

Nature as an inspiration for a different 
outlook on our relationship with non-human 
beings. With concrete examples of climate 
law activism from around the world, Jessica 
will connect this – at first glance purely 
legal – concept to the roles and interactions 
between the design disciplines and other 
sections of society. How can lawyers, 
climate scientists, designers and artists 
work together on this topic, and how can 
the different disciplinary approaches 
complement each other to further the 
Rights of Nature agenda? 
 
13.25-13.45 Cruz Garcia & Nathalie 
Frankowski, WAI Think Tank – a planetary 
studio questioning the political, historical, 
and material legacy and imperatives of 
architecture and urbanism.  
 
Manifesto for a Critique of the Post-
Colonial Reason 
Against what has been the norm in 
institutionalized forms of architectural 
knowledge, our times demand critiques at 
the intersection of fallen monuments, global 
struggles for emancipation, and calls for 
justice and abolition of racial, class, caste, 
and gender oppression. Rather than 
accepting the convenient narratives about 
the end of the colony, a Critique of the 
Post-Colonial Reason wonders about what 
happens when the regimes of brutality, 
extraction, and spoliation that were 
developed as the blueprint of the colonial 
plantation spill on the rest of the world like 
organic matter. A Post-Colonial Manifesto 
explores some of the most urgent issues 
that architectural critique must confront. 
 
13.45–14.05 Anne Kockelkorn – Assistant 
Professor, Dwelling, TU Delft 
 
The Architecture of Financialization or My 
Home is an Asset Class 
Two decades of low-interest policies have 
turned houses into assets traded on global 
financial market. This inherent change of 
societal function and meaning of housing is 
based on the paradigms of continuous 
growth, the productivity of finance and a 
continuous increase of real estate and 



rental value. Under this premise, 
architectural form, and urban design turn 
into the performance of contradicting value 
formations that no longer make sense as 
immutable attributes. How can architecture 
critics respond to this change? How can 
they understand housing as urban form and 
social relation under the condition of 
financialization? 
 
14.05 – 14.30 TEA BREAK 
 
14.30 – 15.15 EDITORIAL POSITIONS – 
interview  
 
The landscape of architectural magazines 
has drastically changed over the last 
decades. Most classic architectural 
magazines lost a large part of their 
subscribers or disappeared completely. On 
the other hand, technical magazines like 
Detail are a commercial success and we 
see a growth in academic magazines and 
blogs, while globally operating web 
magazines like ArchDaily and Dezeen have 
entered the stage, with millions of page 
views that printed magazines can only 
dream of. How do editors and publishers of 
architectural magazines position 
themselves in this field? If criticism is a 
craft, what then is the difference between 
being a writer or an editor; between being 
freelance versus working for a magazine, 
publishing house, university, etc.; and how 
important are related programmes such as 
live public events? 
 
Ethel Baraona Pohl – Editor, critic, and 
curator, dpr-barcelona, former editor of 
Quaderns 
Anh–Linh Ngo – Editor-in-chief of ARCH+ 
Jennifer Sigler – Editor, former editor-in-
chief of Harvard Design Magazine and of 
HUNCH, the magazine of the Berlage 
Institute 
 
interviewed by 
Bart Lootsma – Professor for Architectural 
Theory at the University of Innsbruck and 
former editor of Forum, de Architect, 
Daidalos and Archis 

15.15–16.00 WHERE DO WE GO FROM 
HERE? – panel  
 
Editors of four key magazines for 
architecture, urbanism, landscape design 
and urbanism, all based in The Netherlands 
share their key editorial positions, their 
ambitions for the future, and their 
responses to the day’s proceedings.  
What is the current state of affairs? Is 
contemporary criticism rooted in the 
architectural practice or in the culture of 
architect? What is the current outlook on 
financing publications/publishing? Who is 
the audience? What about the shrift from 
reading to image culture and other (digital) 
media/podcasts? What role does education 
play in the furthering of critique? Could one 
acknowledge a shift towards investigative 
journalism? What is the relation between 
writing, lectures and events? How do 
different epistemologies enter the Western 
Canon? 
 
Afke Laarakker – editor urbanism and 
landscape design, De Architect 
Eeva Liukku – founder and editor-in-chief, 
Vers Beton 
Véronique Patteeuw – academic editor, 
OASE 
Stephan Petermann – editor-in-chief, 
VOLUME 
 
16.00 END 
 
Followed by continuation of HNI 
programme 'Now, Near, Next’ 
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Saskia van Stein 

Director International Architecture Biennale 
Rotterdam, and head of the MA Critical 
Inquiry Lab at the Design Academy in 
Eindhoven.  
 
@saskiavanstein (insta), Saskia van Stein 
(FB), https://saskiavanstein.com/ 
 

 
 
Bart Lootsma 

Professor for Architectural Theory at the 
University of Innsbruck; historian, 
theoretician, critic, and curator in the fields 
of architecture, design and the visual arts.  
 
https://www.facebook.com/bart.lootsma/ 
www.architecturaltheory.eu 
 
 

MORNING PROGRAMME 

 

Rem Koolhaas  
Architect, writer 
 
Rem Koolhaas (Rotterdam, 1944) founded 
OMA in 1975 together with Elia and Zoe 
Zenghelis and Madelon Vriesendorp. He 
co-heads the work of both OMA and AMO, 
the research branch of OMA, operating in 
areas beyond the realm of architecture. His 
built work includes the Axel Springer 
Campus in Berlin (2020), the Qatar 
National Library and the Qatar Foundation 
Headquarters (2018), Fondazione Prada in 
Milan (2015/2018), the headquarters for 
China Central Television (CCTV) in Beijing 
(2012), Seattle Central Library (2004), and 
the Netherlands Embassy in Berlin (2003). 
Current projects include the Taipei 
Performing Arts Centre. Koolhaas directed 
the 2014 Venice Architecture Biennale, is a 
professor at Harvard University, and 
curated Countryside: The Future (2020), an 
exhibition about the non-urban areas 
around the globe that opened in February 
2020 at the Guggenheim Museum in New 
York. 
 
@oma.eu instagram  
oma.eu 
 
 

 
 
Arjen Oosterman 

Editor 
 
Arjen Oosterman (1956) is an architecture 
critic, editor, educator and curator. With a 
background in architectural history he 
joined the ranks of Archis in 1990, and later 



became editor-in-chief of its successor 
Volume (2007-2020). For Volume’s 
publisher Archis, he is engaged in book 
publications and projects. As an educator 
he taught architectural history and later 
specialized in research and writing at 
schools of architecture in the Netherlands 
and at HEAD in Geneva. He published 
mainly in Archis and Volume, but also in 
other international magazines. He writes, 
edits and contributes to books on 
contemporary Dutch architects and 
architecture, contributes to Dutch television 
documentaries, is member of juries and 
awards and lectures internationally. 
 
 

 
 
Tom Avermaete 

Professor for the History and Theoey of 
Urban Design 
 
Tom Avermaete is professor for the History 
and Theory of Urban Design at ETH Zurich. 
His research focuses on the architecture of 
the city and the changing roles, approaches 
and tools of architects and urban designers 
from a cross-cultural perspective. Recent 
book publications include Casablanca – 
Chandigarh (with Casciato, 2015), Shopping 
Towns Europe (with Gosseye, 2017), The 
New Urban Condition (with Medrano and 
Recaman, 2021) and Urban Design in the 
20th Century: A History (with Gosseye, 
2021). 
 
Instagram: avermaete_gta_ethz 
https://avermaete.arch.ethz.ch 
 

 

AFTERNOON PROGRAMME 
 

 
 
James Taylor Foster  

Writer, editor, designer, and broadcaster.  
 
James Taylor-Foster works in the fields of 
architecture, design, e-culture and 
technology. He is curator of contemporary 
architecture and design at ArkDes, 
Sweden’s national centre for architecture 
and design. Formerly European editor-at-
large at ArchDaily, the world’s most visited 
architecture platform, he has practiced 
architecture in the UK and The 
Netherlands.  
 
With bylines at Metropolis, PIN-UP, Domus, 
Volume, Monocle, Mousse, Disegno, and 
Real Review, he is also a regular voice on 
Monocle 24 radio. James has been a 
visiting critic or lecturer in architecture at 
the University of Cambridge, The Bartlett 
(UCL), University College Dublin, the 
Architectural Association, the CASS, the 
Strelka Institute, TU Delft, the Berlage 
Institute, and MIT. He sits on the advisory 
board of the Future Architecture Platform. 
 
https://james.tf 
https://arkdes.se/en/ 
 
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/j
amestaylorfoster/ 



 
 
Jessica den Outer  

UN Rights of Nature expert 
 
Jessica is a UN expert in the Rights of 
Nature and as an author, speaker and 
consultant aims to inspire people about the 
rights of rivers, forests, and animals around 
the world. 
 
Linkedin: Jessica den Outer 
www.jessicadenouter.com 
  
 

 
 
Cruz Garcia & Nathalie Frankowski 

directors WAI Think Tank 
 
WAI Architecture Think Tank is a studio 
practicing by questioning the political, 
historical, and material legacy and 
imperatives of architecture and urbanism. 
Founded in Brussels in 2008 by Puerto 
Rican architect, artist, curator, educator, 
author and theorist Cruz Garcia and French 

architect, artist, curator, educator, author 
and poet Nathalie Frankowski, WAI is one 
several platforms of public engagement 
that include Beijing-based anti-profit art 
space Intelligentsia Gallery, and the free 
and alternative education platform and 
trade-school LOUDREADERS. Garcia and 
Frankowski are Associate Professors at 
Iowa State University, faculty at Columbia 
University, and authors of Narrative 
Architecture: A Kynical Manifesto, Pure 
Hardcore Icons: A Manifesto on Pure Form 
in Architecture, A Manual of Anti-Racist 
Architecture Education, and the upcoming 
book Universal Principles of Architecture. 
 
@garciafrankowski @waithinktank 
https://waithinktank.com/ 
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Anne Kockelkorn 

Assistant Professor, Dwelling, TU Delft 
 
Anne Kockelkorn is an architectural 
historian focused on the intersections 
between design, territorial politics and 
processes of subjectivation. Since 2021 she 
is assistant professor of dwelling at TU 
Delft; previously she was co-director of the 
MAS program in History and Theory of 
Architecture at ETH Zurich. Her 
forthcoming monograph The Social 
Condenser II investigates the 
representation and production of large-
scale housing complexes in France before 
and after the neoliberal reforms of 1977. 
Her most recent book is “Productive 
Universals–Specific Situations. Critical 
Engagements in Art, Architecture, and 



Urbanism” (Berlin: Sternberg Press, 2019, 
co-edited with Nina Zschocke). 
 
https://www.tudelft.nl/en/staff/a.m.kockelk
orn/?cHash=0ceebbb978b39523c888732
eebf27367 
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Ethel Baraona Pohl 

Editor, critic, and curator 
 
Critic, writer and curator. Co-founder of the 
independent research studio and publishing 
house dpr-barcelona, which operates in the 
fields of architecture, political theory and 
the social milieu. Their curatorial practice 
includes, among others, "Adhocracy 
ATHENS” (together with César Reyes and 
Pelin Tan for the Onassis Cultural Centre, 
2015), winner of the ADI Culture Award 
2016; and more recently, “Twelve 
Cautionary Urban Tales” (Matadero Madrid, 
2020-21). Their writing has been widely 
published, both in academic and 
independent publications. They 
understands books as active tools for 
protest, to create awareness, to enhance 
dialogue, and more importantly, as tools for 
taking action. 
 
TW/IG: @ethel_baraona 
FB: facebook.com/ethel.baraona 
www.dpr-barcelona.com 
 

 
 

Anh–Linh Ngo 

Editor in chief, ARCH+  
 
Anh-Linh Ngo studied architecture at 
RWTH Aachen. Since 2004 he is an editor, 
and since 2016 publisher and editor in chief 
of the architecture journal ARCH+. By 
introducing new formats such as events, 
research and exhibition projects, he 
adapted ARCH+ to the changing media 
landscape to achieve a broad impact 
beyond the print medium. In 2020, ARCH+ 
recieved the Berlin Art Prize of the 
Academy of Arts. 
Ngo is a member of the German Academy 
of Arts. Currently, he serves as a member 
of the advisory board of the IBA 2027 
Stuttgart, Akademie Schloss Solitude, and 
the Goethe-Institut.  
He regularly initiates and curates research 
and exhibition projects: "An Atlas of 
Commoning" (2018), which is touring the 
world for ten years; "1989-2019: Politics of 
Space in the New Berlin" (2019), which 
revealed the extent of privatization of 
public properties in Berlin after 1989; 
"Cohabitation" (2021), and "Architectures of 
Cohabitation" (2022) on the relationship 
between humans and non-humans.  
  
Instagram: archplusnet en Facebook: 
archplus 
https://archplus.net 
 
 



 

 

Jennifer Sigler 

Editor 
 
Jennifer Sigler is an editor/cultural 
producer who focuses on design, social 
change, and the built environment. She 
creates books, events, and other projects 
as platforms for interdisciplinary exchange. 
From 2012–19 she was Editor-in-Chief at 
Harvard GSD, where she revamped and 
directed Harvard Design Magazine and 
oversaw the publications program. Earlier, 
she worked with Rem Koolhaas and Bruce 
Mau on S,M,L,XL, and at the Berlage, where 
she started Hunch. She was Editorial 
Director of the 4th Architecture Biennale 
Rotterdam, and coeditor of its book Open 
City. In 2012, with a grant from Mondriaan 
Foundation, she embarked on a project 
about domestic labor and design. She has 
collaborated with Aga Khan Development 
Network, People's Architecture Office, 
Harvard Sustainability Office, The Why 
Factory, Netherlands Architecture Institute, 
DutchDFA, REX, Rotterdamse Schouwburg, 
and others. Current projects concern topics 
ranging from homelessness to performance 
to sustainable food systems.  
 
 
Bart Lootsma 

Professor 
 
Historian, theoretician, critic and curator in 
the fields of architecture, design and the 
visual arts Bart Lootsma is a Professor for 
Architectural Theory at the University of 
Innsbruck and was Guest Professor at 

several other universities. Bart Lootsma 
published numerous articles and was an 
editor of different international magazines. 
His books include ‘Media and Architecture’, 
with Dick Rijken(1997), ‘SuperDutch’ 
(2000), ’Reality Bytes, Selected Essays 
1995-2015’ (2015), Italian Collage (2020). 
Bart Lootsma has lectured all over the 
world. He curated among others ArchiLab 
2004 in Orléans, the Montenegrin Pavillion 
at the 2016 Venice Biennale, and Radical 
Austria, Everything is Architecture, for the 
Design Museum Den Bosch in 2021. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/bart.lootsma/ 
www.architecturaltheory.eu 
 
 
 

 
 
Afke Laarakker 

Editor  
 
Afke Laarakker studied architecture at the 
TU Delft and worked as an intern and junior 
architect in Mexico City and Groningen. 
Four years ago she joined De Architect as 
editor for urbanism and landscape 
architecture content, both online and on 
paper.  
 
https://www.instagram.com/afkelaarakker/  
https://www.linkedin.com/in/afke-
laarakker-2811737/ 
https://twitter.com/AfkeLaarakker  
https://www.dearchitect.nl/auteurs/afke-
laarakker 
 



 
 
Eeva Liukku 

Editor 
 
Eeva Liukku is the founder and editor-in-
chief of Vers Beton, ‘the online magazine 
for the hard-thinking Rotterdammer’, which 
has become an important platform for 
critical and investigative journalism on 
urban and social issues in Rotterdam. As a 
journalist and columnist she has written 
opinion pieces and columns for 
Hard//Hoofd, Metro and Uitagenda 
Rotterdam, among others. 
 
www.facebook.com/eeva.liukku 
www.instagram.com/eliukku/  
www.versbeton.nl 
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Véronique Patteeuw 

Academic editor OASE 
 
Véronique Patteeuw is associate professor 
at the Ecole Nationale Supérieure 

d’Architecture et du Paysage de Lille and 
visiting professor at EPFL Lausanne and 
KULeuven. She is the academic editor of 
OASE, Journal for Architecture. Patteeuw’s 
research and teaching explore the 
relevance of post-war theoretical concepts 
for contemporary practice. She co-edited 
recently Modernities (2021), Critical 
Regionalism Revisited (2019), and Mediated 
Messages: Periodicals, Exhibitions and the 
Shaping of Postmodern Architecture 
(2018). She was appointed co-curator of 
the International Architecture Biennale 
Rotterdam 2022.  
 
Social media: oasejournal  
www.oasejournal.nl 
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Stephan Petermann   

Editor 
 
Founder of MANN, Visiting Professor 
Central Academy of Fine Arts Beijing, 
Editor-in-chief of VOLUME. 
 
@stephanpetermann 
mannoffice.eu 
 
 



HANS DAY | FUTURE 

CRITICISM  

and the publication  

Paden door de jungle / 
Pathways through the 
Jungle  

is a collaboration between 

ROAM Foundation, Het 

Nieuwe Instituut, Archis 

and NAi Booksellers. 

 

Special thanks to: Martin 
van Schaik, Piet Vollaard, 
Monique van Eechoud  
 

And at HNI: Aric Chen, Tijn 
van de Wijdeven, Reineke 
Otten, Moritz Geremus, 
Merel Loïs Meijer, Hetty 
Berends, Christel Leenen, 
Dirk van den Heuvel 
 

Publication supported by:  

Creative Industries Fund 
NL, Van Eesteren-Fluck Van 

Lohuizen Foundation, City 
of Rotterdam. 
 

And by generous 

donations from: 

OMA, Powerhouse, ArtEZ 
Academy of Architecture, 
architekturtheorie.eu / 
Fakultät für Architektur der 
Universität Innsbruck; 
Mecanoo, MEI, MVRDV, TU 
Delft Department of 
Architecture;  
Crimson, KCAP, UN Studio, 
ZUS, De Zwarte Hond; 
DOK, NL Architects, NEXT, 
OosterhuisNL, Paul de 
Ruiter, VenhoevenCS, 
WEST8; 
and in a private capacity: 
Felix Claus; Jan Benthem, 
Caroline Bos, Mels Crouwel, 
Joost Ector, Dirk Jan 
Postel, Dirk Sijmons 
  



 


